PENNSYLVANIA 717-939-9318

OSTEOPATHIC In PA: 1-800-544-POMA
MEDICAL Fax: 717-939-7255
ASSOCIATION email: poma@poma.org

December 11, 2023

John Bulger, DO, MBA, Chair

Pennsylvania State Board of Osteopathic Medicine
2601 North 3rd Street

Harrisburg, PA 17110

SENT VIA EMAIL TRANSITION ONLY
Dear Dr. Bulger:

| write on behalf of the Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical Association (POMA) to thank the State Board of
Osteopathic Medicine (SBOM) for its good work in providing alternative pathways to address some of the
SBOM'’s current regulations regarding initial licensure and license renewal. POMA also applauds the staff who
have been working within the process required to move a final regulatory proposal to change these

regulations. POMA continues to support and assist your efforts; however, residents have called POMA
expressing their confusion regarding the process. The purpose of this letter is to share these concerns and offer
suggestions and support to communicate the SBOM'’s actions with residents as well as Osteopathic physicians
new to the licensure process.

On October 12, 2023, the SBOM approved a motion to temporarily suspend enforcement of the regulation
requiring an applicant for an unrestricted license, to complete the COMLEX 2, Physical Exam (PE). The SBOM
made this decision because the PE exam portion of the COMLEX testing was discontinued in June 2022. The
National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME) is working with stakeholders to develop a new
requirement to accomplish that same goal. POMA shared this decision with its membership, congratulating the
SBOM on its efforts.

Unfortunately, to our knowledge, the SBOM has not communicated this decision to physicians seeking licensure.
In fact, the SBOM website does not reference this action and further advertises to applicants that COMLEX
LEVEL 2-PE is still required without mention of this essential information. This lack of information sharing with
the affected licensees creates confusion and frustration, which frequently is reported to POMA.

This issue came to a head on December 1, 2023, prompting this letter. POMA received communication from a
pediatric residency program director, informing us that her trainees were told they needed to satisfy the
COMLEX 2, Physical Exam (PE) requirement to obtain an unrestricted license. POMA sent an email to the
Osteopathic program directors and resident physicians the same day, clarifying this regulation was not being
enforced until a successor program is announced.

In response, POMA was challenged to review the SBOM website for accuracy. There is no mention, reference,
or link to the temporary enforcement suspension. If POMA is communicating what it knows to be true regarding
this regulation, but the SBOM makes no mention of it, licensees are receiving conflicting information. Adding to
the confusion, the SBOM vendor approved to provide the examination (Pearson Vue) is directly advertising its
services as if the SBOM is enforcing the requirement. POMA is requesting immediate attention by the SBOM to
provide clear and updated information on its website on this regulation. This simple action will alleviate
confusion surrounding the PE examination that is currently suspended.


https://www.nbome.org/assessments/comlex-usa/comlex-usa-level-2-pe/
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The second regulation POMA applauds the SBOM for addressing is the requirement for a one-year rotating
Osteopathic internship. The SBOM made the decision not to enforce this regulation to give time for a regulatory
change to be promulgated. As we are all aware by this point, the AOA one-year rotating internship does not
exist. But again, there is no information being communicated to applicants through the SBOM website on this
change. In fact, the website still has a section for applicants to contact the AOA to satisfy a regulation that the
SBOM is no longer enforcing. POMA asks that the decision on this regulation be communicated correctly on the
SBOM website.

POMA again applauds the SBOM for its work, but respectfully requests immediate action to clarify and provide
correct information to applicants for an unrestricted license on the SBOM website. For reference, screenshots

of the SBOM website discrepancies are provided in the attachments.

Sincerely,

John J. Kalata, DO
POMA President

CC: Arion R. Claggett, Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs

Attachments
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Osteopathic Physician and Surgeon (OS)

An Osteopathic Physician and Surgeon:

e is a graduate of an accredited Ostecopathic Medical School

e has passed a three-part national examination, as well as a diagnostic and practical examination

e is fully qualified to perform surgery and prescribe medications

e practices a "whole body" approach to medicine, with a focus on preventative health care

e is specially trained in Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment

e uses their hands to diagnose and treat the patient o

e receives extra training in the body's musculoskeletal system - the body's interconnected system of nerves, muscics ariu

bones
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approved osteopathic medical college.

Examination Requirement:

2 Examinations

An applicant must receive passing scores on Parts |, II, and Il of the COMLEX-USA
examination with results received from the National Board of Osteopathic
Medical Examiners. An applicant must also receive a passing score on a practical
Osteopathic Manipulative Therapy (OMT) examination in osteopathic diagnosis by

one of the following methods:

Passing the COMLEX Level-2PE/Clinical Skills Examination administered by the

National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners

Successfully completed an Osteopathic Board Certification examination that
included a practical OMT component.
« Successfully completed a practical OMT examination as a requirement for

another state license

Passing the Pennsylvania OMT examination administered by Pearson VUE.

Experience:

Complete Internship
Applicant must successfully complete an approved internship. The State Board

will work cooperatively with the

American Osteopathic Association (AOA) under standards established by the
Committee on Post-Doctoral Training of the AOA to evaluate and approve

internship programs prerequisite to unrestricted licensure in Pennsylvania,
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Pennsylvania Department of State

Medicine > Examination Information

Osteopathic Doctors

Board Examination Information

Pennsylvania Osteopathic Manipulation Therapy (OMT) Examination:
For examination information contact: Pearson VUE [, 5601 Green Valley Drive, Bloomington, MN 55437. Phone: 1-
877-883-1370. Website: http://www.pearsonvue.com/pa/osteopathic-medicine/ [
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Osteopathic
Manipulation Therapy

(OMT) Examinations

Candidate Information Bulletin

November 2023
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INTRODUCTION ELIGIBILITY
This handbook is for candidates who want to be AND APPLICATION PROCESS

licensed as an Osteopathic Physician and Surgeon in
Pennsylvania and need to take an OMT examination ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
to meet the Board's requirements. It describes the
steps you, the candidate, must follow to apply for
and test. Please read this handbook in its entirety.

To qualify for an Osteopathic Physician and Surgeon
Unrestricted License, an individual must complete
the following requirements:

The Pennsylvania State Board of Osteopathic
Medicine has contracted with Pearson VUE to cre-
ate, score, and report the results of the examination.
The contact information (including web services) for
Pearson VUE are listed in the Quick Reference on the
inside front cover of this handbook. You must pay the $170 application fee and submit
proof of graduation from an AOA-accredited school
through the Pennsylvania Licensing Department of
State (PALS) at http://www.pals.pa.gov.

* Graduated from an AOA-accredited
Osteopathic school

« Pay $170 application fee

+ Pass OMT examination

DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES

Candidates must contact the Pennsylvania State
Board of Osteopathic Medicine at (717) 783-4858
regarding demographic changes, including name,
address, or email changes.

CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD CHECK
(MANDATORY):
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